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MEMORANDUM

To:

ACEC-DE Executive Committee

From: 
David L. Diefenthaler, P.E., LEED AP

Date:
March 8, 2011
Re:
NCC Partnering Meeting Revised Minutes – March 7, 2011

At 2:00 PM, Monday, March 7, 2011, the NCC Partnering Committee met with the New Castle County Department of Land Use.  The following topics were discussed:

1. “BRAC” Amendments (Small Business Incentives) – Nothing new – this amendment is pending, but waiting on incorporation of any proposed changes to landscaping/parking/sidewalk requirements as discussed in item No. 4 below.
2. Sign Code Ordinance – NCCDLU to be issuing final draft shortly.
3. Construction Shutdowns – NCCDLU has a draft policy written, but has not yet adopted it as a “formal” policy.  NCCDLU has met with several contractors to review potential issues.  Projects have been proceeding at a “slower” progression that has actually reduced the number of shutdowns.
4. Landscaping/Parking/Sidewalk Requirements – Landscaping revisions have been issued in draft form and are “electronically” attached to these minutes.  Please refer any comments to Antoni Sekowski (proposed language is highlighted and deleted language is underlined).  The next focus of the committee will be in regards to stacking in drive-through lanes as it relates to use (i.e., fast-food, banks, pharmacy, etc.). 
5. Agency Coordination – NCCDLU continues to have on-going meetings with DelDOT to resolve plan issues.  DelDOT is also looking at electronic plan submissions similar to NCCDLU in item No. 6 below.  These meetings will continue.
6. Electronic Plan Submissions – Potential issues discussed included:
· Appropriate Drawing Resolution for PDFs;
· Naming Convention; and
· File Size.
Public access to the files is still being evaluated by the County Law Department.

It was decided that selected member firms will provide an electronic submission in addition to the standard “hard copy” submission for a selected project so that additional issues can be identified and evaluated.
7. Comprehensive Development Plan – The public meetings on the update of the Comprehensive Development Plan are held every other week and the next meeting is scheduled for March 9, 2011.
8. ACEC Membership – ACEC provided NCCDLU with an application and dues requirement to become an Affiliate Member of ACEC.  Also, representatives of NCCDLU will be speaking at the March 23, 2011, ACEC Breakfast Meeting.
9. Timing of Review Fees – NCCDLU provided the following information that was sent to the “interested parties” list.
“In accordance with Section 40.31.114.A of the New Castle County Code, the construction plans must be approved by engineering before submitting ANY record plan fees.  Record fees submitted earlier cannot be paid.  While the engineering section does review and sign-off on the record plan as part of their construction plan review, even the engineering record plan fee is not payable until after the construction plans have been approved.

As a reminder to the December mailing, the Non-residential Grading plan review fee is based on disturbed area, not total site area.  Fees computed incorrectly cannot be paid and will delay the review of the application.”

Any questions regarding this can be directed to Doug Hokuf at NCCDLU.
10. Next Meeting – The next scheduled meeting with Land Use will be held on Monday, May 2, 2011, at 2:00 PM, in the Land Use office.
NOTE:
Electronically attached to these minutes is information pertaining to a couple of upcoming ordinances to be introduced to New Castle County Council – 11-018 pertaining to Soil Stockpiles and 11-109 pertaining to Adequate Conveyance. 
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