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At 2:00 PM, Monday, September 13, 2010, the NCC Partnering Committee met with the New Castle County Department of Land Use.  The following topics were discussed:
1. “BRAC” Amendments (Small Business Incentives) – Nothing new - this amendment is pending, but waiting on incorporation of any proposed changes to landscaping/parking/sidewalk requirements as discussed in item No. 6 below.
2. Sign Code Ordinance – NCCDLU will try to wrap this up within the next month or so.
3. Construction Shutdowns – NCCDLU is closely looking at sites with respect to the current market conditions for stabilization and how much of a site can be “opened up” at any one time.  Banks are also starting to look into how much of a site can be “opened up” at any one time as well.
4. Finalization of the UDC definitions for Non-delineated floodplain, Drainage-way, Swale, and Riparian Buffer Area (as it relates to a watercourse) – Completed - NCCDLU to submit as part of next omnibus changes.  This item will be removed from future agendas.
5. Turbidity Requirements – EPA has put an 18 month moratorium on this and will re-open the comment period due to legal action by the National Homebuilders Association, Small Business Administration, and Wisconsin Homebuilders Association.  The issue is the 280 NTU limit for stormwater runoff from construction sites.
6. Landscaping/Parking/Sidewalk Requirements – Met in July 2010 – NCCDLU is waiting on landscape information to be submitted by ACEC committee members.
7. Enhanced Review Process – Nothing new – seems to be running smoothly.  A question arose regarding fee submissions.  Fees are due with the plan submissions.
8. Agency Coordination – NCCDLU met in July with agencies.  Plan to continue these coordination meetings annually or semi-annually.  Issues with state agency reviews have been resolved.
9. Adequate Conveyance for Residential Sites – NCCDLU is working on and has some draft language that is not finalized yet.
10. Use of the Word “Maximize” with Respect to Infiltration – The question arose regarding maximizing infiltration in areas where there may be chloride contamination from deicing.  NCCDLU indicated that they have reviewed DGS well information along main highway corridors and there may be some impact from deicing in these areas.  However, NCCDLU has not found information or research on deicing of typical sidewalk/parking areas and requested that if any information pertaining to this is found that if it be forwarded to them.
11. As-Builts – The question pertained to bioretention basins regarding bottom surveys and when to survey due to numerous “steps” during construction.  If the on-site CCR can document that the bottom depth of the bioretention basin and thickness of the bioretention material is appropriate by a photograph showing a tape measurement comparison with a known elevation, then separate surveys of these elevations would not be required.  This item will be removed from future agendas.
12. Revised Wording of Standard CCR Note on Construction Drawings – The issue is with the wording in the required plan note stating that the CCR must “ensure that site work proceed in accordance with the latest Sediment and Stormwater Plan” instead of “report the conditions of the site work…”.  This language will nullify most firms’ Professional Liability Insurance and prevent firms from performing CCR reviews.  DNREC intends to revise the language in the regulations by the end of the year.  Accordingly, NCCDLU will provide a policy statement on what is needed from CCR reviews until the language has been revised by DNREC.
13. Next Meeting – The next scheduled meeting with Land Use will be held on November 1, 2010, at 2:00 PM, in the Land Use office.
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