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At 2:00 PM on Monday, May 3, 2010, the NCC Partnering Committee met with New Castle County’s Land Use Department.  The following topics were discussed:

1. “BRAC” Amendments (Small Business Incentives) – Currently in the Executive’s Office - it’s been “held” so other issues could get added (i.e. revised parking/landscaping, sidewalk, stacking requirements, etc.).  Should get introduced within the next several weeks. 
2. Sign Code Ordinance – A semi-final draft will be completed hopefully within the next couple of weeks.
3. Construction Shutdowns – Held open for comments from Nuts and Bolts Committee.  NCC will formalize into policy and be published on website after it is signed by George Haggerty and Dave Culver.
4. Electronic CCR Reviews – Still trying to get a version that can be completed by the CCR, the work saved, reviewed by the PE, and then submitted.  The County is working on this with their IT Department.
5. Finalization of the UDC definitions for Non-delineated floodplain, Drainage-way, Swale, and Riparian Buffer Area (as it relates to a watercourse) – Doug Eitelman, on behalf of ACEC-DE made the submittal to the County.  The county will review it and comments will be provided to ACEC-DE.
6. Turbidity Requirements – The County met with DNREC on this recently.  Sites over 20 acres will be required to comply by 2011 and sites over 10 acres by 2014.  DNREC will likely require sites over 10 acres to comply by 2011 as well.  More guidance on this is expected from DNREC in the near future.
7. LDIA Bonding – This entails requiring full surety if a project is going to start construction immediately after recordation.  If a project is not planned to commence right away, a flat rate surety of $5000 (depending on the construction amount) would be required.  This has been approved by the Planning Board and the County has made a positive recommendation so the next step will be County Council.
8. Landscaping/Parking/Sidewalk Requirements – Bruce Tease and Steve Johns have volunteered to head up this effort to be on the committee to look into the feasibility of revising the UDC requirements to make them more reasonable and practical.  The County is looking to tie these revisions to the BRAC Amendments (Small Business Incentives).   It was suggested that Ellen Mercurio (Landscape Architect) be included on this committee. We are hoping to have a committee meeting on this sometime next week.
9. Enhanced Review Process – We discussed the need to submit the record landscaping plan before acceptance of the stormwater management by the County.  The County and some of the engineering community have heard from the Landscape Architect (LA) community that LA’s need to be involved earlier in the process than they are now.  This could provide for better stormwater management design as well as better designs overall.  The County also indicated that if all plans were submitted at one time, it would be a much easier process for them.  This will continue to be evaluated.
10. Revised Engineering Exploratory Checklist – It’s done and on the street.  The County will revised Appendix II.  This item will be deleted from the next agenda. 
11. Next Meeting – Due to the 4th of July Holiday, the next scheduled meeting with Land Use will be held on July 12, 2010, at 2:00 PM, in the Land Use office.
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