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POSITION STATEMENT ON TRANSPORTATION TRUST FUND FUNDING

The Transportation Trust Fund (TTF) Task Force made over 95 suggestions on how to increase available funds for capital projects within the DelDOT budget.  Several of the suggestions that would be easily implemented are as follows in no particular order.

1. Increase the late fees for renewal of driver’s license and vehicle registration. This would provide an estimated $1,000,000 in revenue per year.

2. Increase the permit fee for outdoor advertising signs within DelDOT right-of-way. This would provide an estimated $1,650,000 in revenue per year.

3. Increase title fees for vehicles. This would provide an estimated $2,100,000 in revenue per year.

4. Eliminate the Commercial E-Z Pass discount on SR 1. This would provide an estimated $2,300,000 in revenue per year.

In addition to the above suggestions, two suggestions would require a change in current policy by shifting the operating costs for both DelDOT and DART back to the general fund over a 10 year period. This would provide over $18,000,000 in additional revenue TTF dollars for capital projects each year.

POSITION STATEMENT ON FY2012 BUDGET SURPLUS – INVEST NOW

ACEC-DE believes that the projected $320 million dollar budget surplus should be utilized for job creation.  We believe that the State should invest in our civil infrastructure and support capital improvement projects that preserve and improve Delaware’s stormwater infrastructure, water/wastewater systems and roadway network.  

We strongly support additional investment in transportation infrastructure as an effective mechanism to promote job creation and economic growth.  It is also important to “re-fuel” the project production pipeline by initiating the planning and engineering design of new transportation and infrastructure improvement projects.  Every $1 invested in transportation infrastructure projects returns $1.80 to the economy.  Simply put, this is a great return on an investment that is needed to safely preserve Delaware’s roadway network and 1,500 bridges.   

In the short-term, we recommend that $60,000,000 of the projected surplus be injected into the TTF.   In our estimation, this would create over 1,000 jobs in the engineering and construction industry.  

POSITION STATEMENT ON STORMWATER INFRASTRUCTURE FUNDING – INVEST NOW

Funding for capital investments, operation, and maintenance of stormwater management systems in Delaware has been chronically limited.  That fact, juxtaposed with recent emphasis placed on stormwater quality management by the emerging federal extension of the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES), dictates that Delaware communities take measures to secure stable funding and to develop new and innovative financing strategies for their stormwater management programs.  

ACEC Delaware (ACEC-DE) supports the formation of a Stormwater Utility, as recommended by the State’s Clean Water Advisory Council, as a course of action to allow for the formation of an organized entity and dedicated source of funding for Delaware communities to address the increasing needs of the State’s Stormwater management systems.   We recommend that the State set aside $500,000 of the budget surplus to establish the formation of a Stormwater Utility.  In addition, we recommend $10,000,000 be allocated as seed money to fund initial stormwater management improvement projects until the future revenue streams are realized from the Stormwater Utility. 
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